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In Haiti, progress toward elections appears to be hampered by new obstacles with the assassination
of a presidential candidate and the entry into the presidential campaign of several key officials in
the deposed Duvalier dictatorship. The killing of the candidate, Yves Volel, at the entrance to police
headquarters in the heart of Port-au- Prince, and the candidacies of the Duvalier aides have sent a
wave of fear through the country and raised new questions about whether the elections can be held
on Nov. 29 as scheduled.
One of the main selling points of the new constitution, overwhelmingly endorsed by Haitians earlier
this year, was a 10-year ban on Duvalier aides running for public office. But those who announced
candidacies last week, including a former Duvalier finance minister and a former army chief of staff,
suggest violent reactions if anyone tries to stop them. As nighttime shootings, vigilante killings and
the discoveries of bullet-torn bodies in the streets have risen, the security forces have withdrawn,
giving rise to speculation that the army-dominated provisional government wants Haiti's first
election in 30 years to fail.
The nine members of the electoral council constitutionally designated to conduct the elections have
appealed for government action against the pervasive insecurity and for administrative assistance
from regional government officials. The provisional government, which has been administering
Haiti since Duvalier fled into exile 20 months ago, has said in letters to the council that it would be
happy to do something about security if the council could identify the culprits, something no one
seems able to do. It said administrative assistance would violate the spirit of neutrality expected
of the government. "The government is telling us, `You're on your own,' said Alain Rocourt, the
treasurer of the council and head of the Methodist Church in Haiti.
The US, which has backed the provisional government as offering the best guarantee of elections,
has provided nearly $5 million for the elections and council members say that money is flowing
through the Finance Ministry without a hitch. Canada, France and Venezuela are providing nearly
$2 million worth of election materials and training. Presidential candidates and members of the
council, whose downtown offices are without any security guards, have been receiving death threats.
Some of them have begun carrying weapons, traveling with bodyguards, varying their routes to
work and sleeping in different places at night.
The few candidates who are campaigning are doing so with great caution and some foreign
diplomats are arming themselves. Until early this month, elections with a heavy voter turnout were
considered likely. An attempt by the provisional government to take control of the elections was
defeated during the summer. Most opposition groups have come to believe that the only way to get
rid of the provisional government was to vote in a replacement.
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Many political leaders said they were trying to look beyond the killing of more than 35
demonstrators by soldiers in June and July, the slaying of a political leader in August and assaults
on several clergymen. Now, however, the future seems uncertain. Asked whether he thought the
elections would be held on schedule, Marc Bazin, a former World Bank official and a presidential
candidate regarded as being among the front-runners, replied simply, "I don't know." "It's
anybody's guess," said Louis Dejoie 2d, another leading presidential candidate, whose father and
namesake was defeated by Francois Duvalier in 1957 in an election that historians say was rigged by
the army and started the family dictatorship.
According to the constitution, the council must rule on the eligibility of the candidates. It has up to
10 days before the election to make a decision, but many Haitian political leaders and diplomats say
it is clear that the constitution requires the rejection of the most prominent of the Duvalier aides.
In the meantime, the Duvalier candidates are expected to press their campaigns hoping to muster
public support that could be used to justify a refusal to accept rejection by the council. They are also
expected to step up their efforts at intimidation.
Many organizational problems, including the registration of 3 million voters in the next two weeks,
add to concerns about the elections. No national voter list now exists. Many Haitians have no birth
certificates or other documents to affirm their ages and identities and many live in remote mountain
villages, reachable only on foot or by mule. The deadline for filing presidential candidacies passed
on the evening of Oct. 16, with 35 men having declared for the office, including a dozen or so centrist
lawyers, businessmen and intellectuals, the head of the Communist Party of Haiti and the former
Duvalier aides.
Elections to choose mayors and two deputies in 137 municipalities and a chief and two deputies in
565 rural sections are supposed to be held on Nov. 15. But by midday on Friday, only 27 candidates
had registered for the municipal elections and 17 for the rural sections, and the registration deadline
was extended. "People are afraid," said Louis Roy, a retired physician who was one of the principal
authors of Haiti's new constitution and now heads a committee to defend the constitution.
The most prominent of the Duvalier aides, Clovis Desinor, a 73-year-old lawyer who campaigned
for the election of Francois Duvalier in 1957 and served more than 11 years as his principal financial
officer, said in an interview that he regarded the constitution as discriminatory. He said no
document "can take away my rights, not even the constitution," and raised the possibility of civil
war. Desinor described Duvalier, who is accused of murdering thousands of Haitians, as a "great
man" who was driven to violence by enemies who repeatedly tried to overthrow him. (Basic data
from NEW YORK TIMES, 10/20/87)
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